Founding Fathers: You Say You Want A Revolution?
Bold Proposal (0:00-3:19)
· On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee resolved that the United Colonies should be independent from England- but not everyone was behind the idea
· John Adams suggested that only 1/3 supported independence, 1/3 opposed it, and 1/3 were on the fence
· 2 years earlier John Adams was a moderate, but soon became the champion radical for independence

· Some of the radical supporters of Adams were from the planter elite of the south- probably because they were constantly in debt to the English and independence might mean that their debt would not have to be repaid 

Motivation (3:19-8:31) (Thomas Jefferson)
· One of John Adams’s strongest supporters was Thomas Jefferson
·  Jefferson was chronically in debt and was a radical as soon as he arrived at the Continental Congress
· Everything about Jefferson was opposite in nature (light vs. darkness, black vs. white, good vs. evil, etc.)

· The Congress appointed a 5 man committee to draft the Declaration of Independence that Richard Henry Lee had suggested. The committee was headed by Benjamin Franklin and John Adams

· The writing task was delegated to the 33 year old Thomas Jefferson (didn’t say much in Congress and he was shy but he could write very well)

· Jefferson almost did not make it back to the Congress because of his wife’s difficult pregnancy and his mother’s death

· He kept his personal feelings about his mother secret and burned all of the letters that they wrote to one another but probably did not have a great relationship with her after his father died when he was 14 years old

· Jefferson suffered from great headaches at times of stress throughout his life

· His first love married another man

· While Jefferson was away he admitted that he made advances on certain women

· Jefferson soon began a relationship with Martha Wales Skelton (but he burned those letters too)
Declaration of Independence (8:31-14:54)
· It is suggested that Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence was not original
· In fact, it is likely that he did use the Virginia Constitution and certain other documents in drafting
· As the Congress debated the document- Jefferson was furious that they had mangled his work

· Benjamin Franklin knew that being the draftsman was a thankless job

· Jefferson essentially blamed King George III for causing the slave trade

· Jefferson was a slaveholder himself and owned 200 slaves- but in his mind he was their patriarch and father and they were his children (this is how he justified keeping slavery)

· It was clear to Jefferson that slavery was wrong however- but at the same time, he knew that without slavery, the South’s economy would collapse

· Jefferson’s lofty words against slavery never matched his actions (unlike John Adams) and slavery was a part of his life from his birth until his death

· Jefferson made 6 copies of his Declaration showing how Congress had mutilated it

· On the 4th of July, 1776 Congress approved the revised Declaration of Independence

· The delegate knew that as soon as they signed the document- if the revolution failed, they would be executed

Grim Future (14:54-25:11)
· George Washington ordered that the Declaration of Independence be read to his troops, then he lost a terrible defeat at the Battle of New York
· Up until New York, Washington had not fought a battle against the British
· After New York, the British offered to talk peace with the Americans- Adams and Franklin went to meet them

· On their way to Staten Island Adams and Franklin had to share a room and bed with one another and they were such opposites that they did not get along well together

· September 9, 1776 Adams and Franklin met General Howe but the meeting didn’t go so well

· By December 1776, most of Washington’s 3,400 men army were set to go home as their enlistments expired

· In the winter of 1776, Washington’s army retreated yet again

· Thomas Paine knew he had to do something- he wrote again.  This time he wrote a pamphlet called “American Crisis” (“These are the times that try men’s souls…”)

· “American Crisis” was read to Washington’s troops and Washington (who received a loan from his banker friend) offered any soldier an extra $10 if he remained with Washington’s army- most stayed

· Washington then planned to attack 1,358 Hessians at Trenton on December 26, 1776- a decisive victory for him
· Washington followed that with another victory at Princeton a couple of weeks later- he became a popular sensation

· Washington wrote letter after letter to Congress and others seeking help
· One of Washington’s Aids- Alexander Hamilton would prove to be one of his most dependable and trusted advisors 

Rags to Riches (25:11-33:54) (Alexander Hamilton)
· One of Washington’s young artillery officers, 19 year old Alexander Hamilton was one of his closest men
· Trenton and Princeton were the last victories for some time
· In 1776, Alexander Hamilton was a genius- he learned about artillery and war by reading a couple of books about it

· Alexander Hamilton grew up poor.  He was born on St. Croix and was the illegitimate son of a Scottish merchant and a married store keeper. He was a true self-made man

· His father James Hamilton abandoned the family early on and Hamilton’s mother died when he was 11.  Hamilton began to work at 11 years old.  When he was 13 or 14 the owner of the shipping business that he worked for left and left Hamilton in charge
· By 15 Hamilton was sent by some rich and important men on St. Croix to Princeton.  He demanded to be admitted at age 15 and with advanced standing.  When they said no, he went to King’s College.  A few years later when he wanted to be a lawyer, he studied for a year and then was admitted to the bar
· He was very smart but also very arrogant
· Washington admitted that Hamilton was a genius and ambitious, but Washington admired his intellect and confidence
· Hamilton and Washington shared another interest- flirting with women
· Hamilton married General Skyler’s daughter (very rich family) and soon owned much of New York

Diplomatic War (33:54-42:45)
· In the fall of 1776, 70 year old Benjamin Franklin headed for France.
· Franklin was upset by the arrest of his only son William- as a political prisoner of the Patriots (despite the fact that he was the Royal Governor of New Jersey) for conspiring to help the British cause
· Franklin quickly cut him off and never reconciled with one another

· Franklin’s mission was to convince King Louis XVI to topple another king, King George III

· As soon as he arrived in France, Franklin was given celebrity status

· Engravings of Franklin were soon found in many homes throughout France- they thought he could restore the golden age

· Franklin carried on socializing, partying, and flirting with women in France

· Franklin was a diplomat and was flattering anyone who had any influence with the king

· Adams disapproved with Franklin’s behavior in France

· France refused to side with a loser- and Washington’s army had won few battles

· It was only with word of the success at Saratoga that France agreed to an alliance with America

· While Washington did lose a lot of battles, it was more about who won the last battle that mattered.  Washington carried that victory, with French help, at Yorktown and the American War for Independence was over
